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ST ANDREW’S, LONDON ROAD & PARTRIDGE GREEN METHODIST CHURCHES 
WORSHIP AT HOME MATERIALS FOR SUNDAY 6 MARCH 2022 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Here we come to worship, to meet with you, O God, 
in the midst of all the uncertainty of the world. 
We come to be forgiven and accepted,  
to love and be loved,  
to hope for a better world and  
to take inspiration to play our part in building that 
world.  
We have come.  
Come, O come Immanuel.    Amen.1 

HYMN: Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 
o'er the world's tempestuous sea ;  
guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 
for we have no help but thee, 
yet possessing every blessing 
if our God our Father be. 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us ;  
all our weakness thou dost know, 
thou didst tread this earth before us, 
thou didst feel its keenest woe ;  
tempted, taunted, yet undaunted, 
through the desert thou didst go. 

Spirit of our God, descending, 
fill our hearts with heavenly joy, 
love with every passion blending, 
pleasure that can never cloy ;  
thus provided, pardoned, guided, 
nothing can our peace destroy. 

James Edmeston (1791–1867) 

OPENING PRAYERS 
Holy God, 
In the hands of basket weavers, bamboo fibres and 
leaves become the tools for creativity and possibility.  

In your hands, similarly, our lives become the tools to 
build your kingdom here on earth.  

Today, we pray for the work of All We Can’s partner 
in Zimbabwe, the Zubo Trust, working with groups of 
women to train them in basket weaving.  

We call to mind the image of a basket, the empty 
vessel, the storage place, the offering plate, the fruit 
bowl, the bread holder, the coin collector.  

A basket has many uses, and each design is suited to 
a particular need.  

 
1 Call to Worship written by Tim Baker 

As we look out on your world, help us to listen, with 
an attentive ear, to the role you have called us to 
play, to meet the needs we are called to, to make use 
of our skills in the building of your kingdom.  

Gracious God, weave our lives as the basket weaver 
weaves. 
Weave our lives by your love. Amen.2 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN: When we are tested and wrestle alone, 
famished for bread when the world offers stone, 
nourish us, God, by your word and your way, 
food that sustains us by night and by day. 

When in the desert we cry for relief, 
pleading for paths marked by certain belief, 
lift us to love you beyond sign and test, 
trusting your presence, our only true rest. 

When we are tempted to barter our souls, 
trading the truth for the power to control, 
teach us to worship and praise only you, 
seeking your will in the work that we do. 

When we have struggled and searched through the 
night, 
sorting and sifting the wrong from the right, 
Saviour, surround us with circles of care, 
angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer. 

Ruth C. Duck (b.
 
1947) 

© 1996, Hope Publishing Company 

READINGS: Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Romans 10:8b-13; 
Luke 4:1-13  

HYMN: Deep in the shadows of the past, 
far out from settled lands, 
some nomads travelled with their God 
across the desert sands. 
The dawning hope of humankind 
by them was sensed and shown :  
a promise calling them ahead, 
a future yet unknown. 

While others bowed to changeless gods, 
they met a mystery, 
invisible, without a name :  
‘I AM WHAT I WILL BE’; 
and by their tents, around their fires, 
in story, song and law, 

2 Opening prayers written by All We Can 
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they praised, remembered, handed on 
a past that promised more. 

From Exodus to Pentecost 
the promise changed and grew, 
while some, remembering the past, 
recorded what they knew, 
or with their letters and laments, 
their prophecy and praise, 
recovered, kindled and expressed 
new hope for changing days. 

For all the writings that survived, 
for leaders, long ago, 
who sifted, copied, and preserved 
the Bible that we know, 
give thanks, and find its story yet 
our promise, strength and call, 
the model of emerging faith, 
alive with hope for all. 

Brian Wren (b.
 
1936) 

© 1975, 1995, Stainer & Bell Ltd, 

REFLECTIONS ON THE READING 
The instructions in today’s reading from the book of 
Deuteronomy are part of the wider requirements and 
commandments providing a framework for how the 
people of Israel are to live with each other and with 
God. It is part of the wider story of God’s faithfulness 
that has led the people from slavery to a new life in a 
place they can call home. They are to give the first 
fruits of what they have as:  
• A way of saying thanks to God;  
• A reminder that all they have comes from God; 

and  
• A way of remembering that ultimately it is God 

who cares for them.  

I wonder what you give to God as part of your thanks 
and praise –  
• Time listening and talking with God;  
• Time and your talents to help others; and/or  
• Money to support a charity or campaign that 

touches you?  

The Israelites though, are instructed to give 
something up as part of their thanks and praise. As 
we enter with Jesus into the wilderness of Lent, we 
might well be thinking of giving things up as part of 
church history which sees the time between Ash 
Wednesday and Easter as a season of penitence – a 
time to reflect on how we fall short of what God 
requires of us and what, as in our Covenant Prayer, 

we have willingly offered. Even when God breaks it 
down to just three things for us to get our heads, 
hearts and lives around – show mercy, live justly and 
walk humbly with God and God’s creation – we find 
ourselves wandering our own way.  

Lent, therefore, is a gift of time for us to say sorry by 
giving things up (especially those things that deny 
God’s love in our lives and how we might share that 
love with others). Indeed, giving things up, such as 
food during a time of fasting, are also ways from 
church history that can help some people focus on 
God.  

But... 

Giving something up and repenting – turning our 
minds, hearts and lives around so that we are again 
focusing on what God requires – by no means 
guarantees that life is going to be simple or easy. 
Today’s Gospel story makes this abundantly clear as 
we follow the Son of God into the wilderness where 
he is tried and tempted.  

Jesus is tried and tempted at pretty much every level 
of human need and desire:  
• The basic need for food and sustenance;  
• The offer of status, wealth and power – and all 

that comes with them; 
• To play the game – testing God just as Jesus 

himself is being tested  

Yet... 

It’s interesting that, in the story immediately before 
today’s reading, Jesus is called ‘Son’ by God and 
anointed with God’s Spirit and now, despite all he 
endures in the wilderness, Jesus is able to remain 
faithful – in body, mind and spirit – to the mission he 
has been called to and anointed for.  

So, here then is the Good News for any of us who find 
ourselves wandering in a wilderness – this story 
reminds us that the unjust and oppressive systems by 
which the world appears to function are no match for 
the power of God. They can’t keep Jesus down. Not 
even the cross can do that. In the person, ministry, 
dying and rising of Jesus, God has overcome these 
systems. The kin-dom of justice and peace on earth as 
it is in heaven has begun. With more to come. And we 
are called and anointed as children of God, members 
of the kin-dom community, to be part of that 
continued becoming as, in love:  
• We seek to offer physical and spiritual sustenance 
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to those in need;  
• We challenge the injustice and oppression of 

wealth, status and power that denies the basic 
needs and freedoms of creation; and  

• Instead of playing the game, we follow the Way of 
Jesus by welcoming, including, and loving those 
who the word regards as ‘other’.  

We know from stories about Jesus like today’s that it 
isn’t going to always be quiet streams and green 
pastures. Indeed, Jesus tells us we will need to take 
up a cross if we are to follow his Way. But –  
• As we follow, step by step, along that Way;  
• As we daily re-orientate ourselves towards him; 
may we know and experience – as encouraged by the 
writer of the letter to the first followers of this Way in 
Rome – that:  
• The Word is near us;  
• The Word is within us;  
• The same Word that breathes life where there 

was only darkness and chaos.  
Filled with the power of the Word, may we be – and, 
if we have to, speak – God’s word of love, justice and 
peace to those we encounter who are wandering in 
the wilderness.   Amen.  

A prayer of commitment: 
God, thank you that in Jesus you have walked where 
we have walked – even in the wildest wilderness – so 
that even when we feel alone and tempted to try a 
different path, we can trust that your Way, Yahweh, 
will lead us home. 
For, your Word promises that your home, O Lord, is 
with us and all your creation.  
And so, until that day fully comes on earth as it is in 
heaven, help us to continue putting one foot 
faithfully in front of the other. Amen.3 

HYMN: The Church of Christ, in every age 
beset by change but Spirit-led, 
must claim and test its heritage 
and keep on rising from the dead. 

Across the world, across the street, 
the victims of injustice cry 
for shelter and for bread to eat, 
and never live until they die. 

Then let the servant Church arise, 
a caring Church that longs to be 

 
3 Reflection written by James Morley 

a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 
and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

For he alone, whose blood was shed, 
can cure the fever in our blood, 
and teach us how to share our bread 
and feed the starving multitude. 

We have no mission but to serve 
in full obedience to our Lord :  
to care for all, without reserve, 
and spread his liberating Word. 

Fred Pratt Green (1903–2000)  
Words: © 1971, Stainer & Bell Ltd 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of this moment, 
We pray for people meeting to worship you today, 
especially those who have to do so in secret and in 
fear.  

God of this day, 
We pray for all who will find this day difficult, 
particularly those living in the countries and 
communities where All We Can is working – in places 
where there has been a recent disaster, or the long-
term effects of poverty are impacting the local 
community.  

God of this week, 
We pray for political and societal leaders around the 
world, in the face of difficult decisions this week, and 
with the responsibility to do all that they can to bring 
about a better, fairer, more just world, we pray for 
wisdom and grace for each and every one of them.  

God of this year, 
We pray for all who are working to seek a better 
world – from the staff teams of relief agencies 
working in refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar and Za’atari, 
through to those who volunteer for and donate to 
charities who are committed to seeking justice and 
human dignity. Give each of us the courage to play 
our part in that work today, O Lord.  

God of every moment, 
Help me to be an answer to prayer for somebody else 
this day. Amen.4 

HYMN: Lord, for the years your love has kept and 
guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

4 Prayers of intercession written by All We Can 
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sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided, 
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

Lord, for that word, the Word of life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us, 
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise. 

Lord, for our land, in this our generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care ;  
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

Lord, for our world ;  when we disown and doubt him, 
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain ;  
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him, 
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 

Lord, for ourselves ;  in living power remake us, 
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne ;  
past put behind us, for the future take us, 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.
 
1926) 

© Timothy Dudley-Smith in Europe and Africa 

BLESSING 
Go in peace, and seek to play your part, 
Go in grace, and remember that all is gift, 
Go in love, and show that love to every person who 
you meet,  
Go in hope, believing a better world is possible. 
Amen.5 

 
5Additional prayers by Tim Baker 


